GUIDE 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


EXTRACT FROM A MANUSCRIPT LIFE OF MADAME 
GUYON, 


Sur left Paris, as near as can now be ascertained, early in July, 1681. Itis 
worthy of notice, however, as indicating the circumstances in which she was 
placed, that she did not leave by the customary public conveyances. Con- 
siderable opposition to her designs manifested itself in some quarters, which 
rendered it possible at least, that efforts might be secretly and perhaps violent- 
ly made to prevent her departure. fier half-brother, Li Mothe, who seems to 


have felt that he had some claims, or at least some expectations on her property, 


had influence in high places, especially with the Archbishop of Paris, who had 
influence with the king of France. ‘This influence it was not impossible that 
he might employ against her. That was not a period, when much regard was. 
paid to the liberty of the subject. Not unfrequently persons, and sometimes 
those who had given but little occasion for being so treated, were seized sud- 
denly and unexpectedly, and were sent to the prison of Vincennes, or to the 
Bastile, by orders secretly and maliciously obtained. 

_ 2 Madame Guyon knew this; and at a later period of her life ghe had the 
experience of it. She thought it best, therefore, not to place herself in a situa- 
tion, where any attempt of this kind could be made upon her. Accordingly she 
departed privately froin Paris, in a boat on the river Seine; a method of con- 
veyance which would be likely to escape notice, and to elude pursuit. In July, 
1681, she departed from Paris privately in this manner, with her little daugh- 
ter five years of age; herself a widow ; attended only by a devout woman whom 
she calls Sister Garnier, and with two female doinestics; one of whom, I sup. 
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pose, was the maid-servant, to whom God gave so much of her spirit, and who 
shared for many years her labors and imprisonments. | 
3. She went forth with a definite object before her; but still with so much 
uncertain’y attending it, that she might say in some sense that she went forth 
“not knowing whither she went.”. She was now in the thirty-fourth year of 
her age; and had been trained to the Christian warfare by a discipline inward 
a3 well as outward, which eminently fitted her both for duty and trial. Home 
and friends she might be said to know no more; she became a representative 
of what she aptly calls the * apostolic life,” with the world for her country, and 


~all mankind for her brethren. From this time also we may number what she 


alls her “years of banishment.” Wanderings, persecutions, imprisonments, 
exile, were her portion. , 

4. Alone upon the waters, she adored and rejoiced in God in-silence. — Stil! 
there was something within her, which whispered intimations of sadness to her 
heart. Iler situation seemed to resemble that of the apostle Paul, when he 
went up, for the last time, to Jerusalem, “I go bound,” he says, “in the spirit 
unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there; save that 
the Holy Ghost witnesses in every city, saying, thal bonds and afflictions abide 
me.” Ifer little daughter, afterwards the Countess of Vaux, and by a second 
marriage the Duchess of Sully, then a little child, sat in the boat, and e:mployed 
herself in cutting the leaves and twigs, which she had gathered on the river 
banks, or as they had floated by on the water, into the shape of crosses. In 
this way she made a great number; and then appirently unconscious of what 
she was doing, she went and fastened many. of them to the garments of her mo- 
ther. Her mother, at first, did not particularly notice what she was doing; but 
directing her attention to it soon afterwards, she found herself almost literally 
covered with crosses, which her little daughter had thus made. © Having borne 
the cross in times past, and seeing but little prospect of a different result in 


future, she could not help looking on the act of her child as a sort of syimbo! 


and foreshadowing of what she would be called to endure. And this seems to 
have been the view of one of her companions, the good woinan whom she deno- 
minates Sister Garnier, who remarked to Madame Guyon, “ the doings of this 
child appear to be mysterious. And turning to the child, she said, “my pretty 
child, give me some crosses too.” “ No,” she said; “they are all for my dear 
mother.” But she gave her one to stop her importunity. 3 
0. But what was the surprise of Madame Guyon, when she saw her daughter 
a little afterwards weaving together a crown of leaves and river flowers. When 
she had completed it, she came and insisted on placing the crown upon her 
head; saying, “.4/ler the cross you sha!l be crowned.” ‘This perfected the sym- 
bol. First the trial, and then the reward; the night of affliction succeeded by 
the dawning and the noon day of joy. First the Cross, and then the Crown. 
This gave to the transaction, though the duings of a little child, the character 
of a sign of Providence. And though “bonds and afflictions” awaited her, 
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she could add, with the apostle, that “none of these things move me; neither 
count I my life dear unto me, so that I might finish my course with joy.” * 

6. Their boat stopped for a short time at the town of Corbeil ; a pleasant town 
of some size, seventeen tiles from Paris. Her stay was short. But she met 
there the pious Franciscan, whose conversation had been so much blessed to 
her in the early part of her religious history. She had kept up a written cor- 
‘espondence with him for many years; and had Jong looked upon him as one of 
‘he most experienced and valuable of her religious friends, ‘Their interview 
vecalled many pleasant recollections, and was calculated to fill their hearts with 
tratitude, She related to him the dealings of God with her, which had resulted 


inher present design; a design formed, as she hoped, under a divine guidance. _ 


{n the accomplishment of this design, she was now on her way to seek out and 
‘o labor with the rude inhabitants in the extreme eastern part of France. ‘The 
(‘ranciscan, now advanced in years and mature in judgment, approved her plans, 
ind invoked the divine blessing upon them. 

7. Once more upon the waters of the Seine, she saw with pleasure the im- 
muse of oar and sail which bore her onward to Melun. The tree grew upon 
‘he banks; the flower bent its stalk to the waters; the breeze wafted odors ; the 
jirds sung in the branches. But there was nothing which she could dissociate 
‘rom God; in all she heard God’s voice; in all she saw God's glory. She saw 
‘he husbandman as he went to his home, his cottage beneath the trees on the 
‘iver’s bank ; and she could not help thinking, in the secrets of her heart, that 
earth had no home for her. But though a pilgrim, she was not alone; though 
someless, she had a habitation not made with hands. In God, whose presence 
decane to her a reality wherever her foot trod, and wherever her cye wandered, 
she found ‘alt embodied, and far more than all embodied, which she had ever 
found in home or country. in friends or kindred. 

8. The state of her mind, as it existed at this period, is found delineated in 
her poems, as well as in her autobiography. Perhaps we shall find no more 
‘itting occasion than the present, for the insertion of the following beautiful 
stanzas, which are evidently drawn from her own experience. No person but a 


Christian of contirmed and thorough piety could have written them. Poetry is” 


the heart expressed; or if this be thought not to be strictly true, on the ground 
that this statement does not include enough, I think we can fully acquiesce in 
the reverse of the proposition, namely, that there is no poetry where there is no 
aeart, ‘The poetry of Madame Guyon, whatever defects may be thought to 
attach to it in some respects, has the merit of expressing precisely what she was, 
and what she felt. The stanzas which follow, conform to her situation as it 
then was, both inward and outward. They are emphatically the sentiments of 
the day and the hour; the spirit and voice of the world’s wanderer and the 
world’s benefactor; who, detached from the ties and influences of a partial local- 
ity, loses the earthly in the divine, whose home and centre is in God alone. 


* Acts xx. 24. 
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GOD EVERY WHERE TO THE SOUL TBAT LOVES HIM. 


O Thou! by long experience tried, 
Near whom no grief can long abide; 
My Lord! how full of sweet content, 
T pass my years of banishment. 


All scenes alike engaging prove, 

To souls impressed with sacred love ; 
Where’er they dwell, they dwell in Thee, 
In heaven, in earth, or on the sea. 


te T'o me remains nor place nor time ; 
| My country is in every clime ; 

f can be calm and free from care, 
On any shore, since God is there. 


While place we seek, or place we shun, 
The soul finds happiness in none ; 
But with a God to guide our way, 
Tis equal joy lo go or stay. 


Could I be cast where Thou art not, 
That were indeed a dreadful lot; 
But regions none remote I call, 
Secure of finding God in all. 


My country, Lord, art thou alone ; 
No other can I claim or own; 

The point where all my wishes meet, 
My law, iny love; life’s only sweet. 


I hold by nothing here below ; 

Appoint my journey, and I go; 

Though piere’d by scorn, opprest by pride, 
I feel the good,—tvel nought beside. 


) : No frowns of men can hurtful prove 

| To souls on fire with heavenly love ; 
Though men and devils both condemn, 
No gloomy days arise for them. 


Ah then! to Ilis embrace repair; 
| My soul, thou art no stranger there ; 
bi There love divine shall be thy guard, 
| And peace and safety thy reward. 


~~ 
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Fer the Guide to Holiness. 


Dear Brotner:—lf the following selections from my Diary are appropriate 
or worthy of the cause in which you are engaged, they are at your disposal. 


TILE ORIGIN AND INFLUENCE OF HOLY LOVE. 


“ Wirn what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.”’ 
That which we are doing to others is that which we are laying up 
for ourselves. We are ever receiving from the hand of our Crea- 
tor and our Judge according to the nature and influence of our 
conduct towards his creatures. It is written, “ forgive and ye 
shall be forgiven ;” also, if ye forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your heavenly Father forgive you ; and to the merciful 
thou wilt show thyself merciful. But we should understand that 
it is not the visible expression or outward manner that weighs the 
quality of actions, but the hidden motive or secret desire of the 
heart that determines the nature and the eflect of our conduct. It 


is not that which we speak or do, but that which we feel and- 


desire, that operates and acts upon those with whom we have in- 
fluence. In order, therefore, to do good and to be useful to those 
around us, we must have the love of God shed abroad in the soul. 
Nothing pure or truly excellent can originate in the natural heart, 
and no form of expression or manner of conduct, can communi- 
cate what is not there. Pleasant words or kind and friendly ac- 
ilons are deficient and almost worthless, unless inspired and regu- 
lated by this heavenly principle. This is first and most of all ne- 
cessary in order to begin or to persevere in the accomplishment of 
any good work. 

Without the influence of holy love burning in the heart,we can- 
not mete unto others what we are willing to receive from the hand 
of our Lord ; neither can we endure in the day when we receive 
the same measure again and eat the ripe fruit of our own doing. 
Before we can do good to others so as to fulfil the law to our 
neighbors, we must love them as ourselves. We cannot even 
understand or honestly repeat this petition —“ Forgive our tres- 
Passes as we forgive those that trespass against us,’ until the love 
of God abide in the heart, and become the impulsive spring of all 
our motives and actions. . 

An earthly, selfish heart may speak friendly words — profess 
the most reasonable sentiments — acknowledge the purest doc- 
trines, and express humility and affection in the outward manner, 
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and yet remain destitute of the principle of pure love.  Self- 
respect may prompt us to do many good things. ‘The love of in- 


fluence and authority, or a desire for the esteem and friendship of 


others, may produce a well ordered life and blameless conversa- 
tion, but these motives are selfish and deficient, and never win 
souls to Christ. The pious Kempis_ said, “ The outward work 


without charity profiteth nothing, but whatsoever is done out of 


charity, be it ever so little and contempuble in the sight of the 
world, is wholly fruitful; for God weigheth more with how, much 
love one worketh than how much he doeth. He doeth much that 
loveth much, and he doeth well that serveth his neighbor and 
not his own will. No one hath ever lived a life of humble love, 
without communicating and increasing in those around him a 
measure of his own heavenly temper and disposition. Love is 
diffusive in its nature. It may emanate from one heart and ex- 


tend and spread itself over many minds. It is quiet and invisible 


in its operations, but strong and mighty to prevail. (Love and a 
good understanding are almost irresistible and _ sufficient to over- 
come great moral evils.) © How much labor and time, how much 
study and anxiety, have been wasted in vain attempts to regulate 
the conduct and reform the characters of others, when love would 
have accomplished the work in the casiest and most. effectual! 


manner. 


Love will overcome when argument and authority are vain and 
uscless. ‘The mountain will sink down and the rough places be- 
come smooth under its secret yet powerful influence. Pure love 


is upmixed, [tis not a compound of many ingredients, but simple 


and separate from any other principle of action. When combined 
with any thing earthly or selfish, it ceases to be pure or prevail- 
ing. It originates in the fountain and source of all good, and its 
consuming, refining power is known, and abides only in the hum- 
ble and contrite heart. The sanctified soul receives the holy in- 
spiration, and like the clear glass through which light may pass 
without shade or stain, even so the love of God is transmitted 
through the medium of a pure heart; and we sce in the character 
and daily conduct of such an one a savor of Christ. 

This living principle cannot live without action, and cannot act 
without extending and increasing itself. If the object be not 


gained, yet is the labor profitable and the reward sure. It works | 


not for profit or reward, and yet every labor of love is necessarily 
productive of great gain. 


The zealous De Renty was a living witness of the power and 


OBSTACLES TO FAITH. 9] 


fruitfulness of this inspiring principle. He seemed to live and 
breathe in the element of pure love. Wesley also, and I'letcher 
with his faithful companion, were bright examples of its transform- 
ing power. ‘Their hearts were ever full and overflowing, and 
many thousands have been quickened and revived in gathering 
the fruit of their labors. ‘They now receive according to their 
works, and their reward ts great. 

+ Religion is love, and the highest state of grace is the perfee- 
tion of love.” Blessed indeed are they who are made perfect in 
love. ‘Their hearts are ever open to receive divine Conmunica- 
tions; and the pure and holy influence transmitted through their 
words and actions ts like that which they receive. Therefore their 
works are fruitful, and in them is fulfilled this word, ** Ye have 
your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting lite.” 

Corr aNnpvitLe, August, 1846. | 


It. 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


OBSTACLES TO FAITII. 


Wien the afternoon seryice was over in the churca at 
you might have often seen, a hitle circle of five or six young men, 
gathering in one corner of the Sabbath School room, to converse 
familiarly on the subject presented in the discourses of the day, 
or on such other thoughts or difficulties relating to Christian expe- 
rience as had occurred during the week to any one present. And 
then with general prayer they parted, more clear in their views, 
more firm in resolution. 

But this Sabbath was very stormy ; and when George Pierce 
entered the school room, he found ouly his friend, Mr. Hart—a 
Christian brother, somewhat more advanced in years and expe- 
rence than himself. 

After sitting in silence some time, George said, rather despond- 
ingly, “ You know, Mr. Hart, that earnestly and long I have been 
secking the blessing of a holy heart, and that Ll agree with you in 
thinking Scripture teaches that when we can rclinquish every idol, 
and selfish desire, and can give ourselves all up to God, to be cru- 
cified to sin, then we have a right to rest on the Promise, and 
“believe that we receive ;” and yet, although for sometime I have 
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* 


felt enabled by grace to do the first, and you have thought so 
from your know ledge of my experience, yet T cannot, I cannot 
seem to believe. 

Mr. H.—Your case is not a new one, George. But let me 
sive you a few thoughts on the general exercise of faith or belief, 
and then apply them to religious faith. And be free to make any 
comments or remark that you choose. | 

And, in the first place, are you not aware that when you have 
been listening to the proofs of any simple and ordinary occurrence 
or truth, then as the last and suflicient argument. is produced, the 
mind has a fechag of satisfaction and quictude, as it at once as- 
sents 

Gico.—Certainly, Mr. Iiart, it is so. 

Mr. 11.—But if, upon the admission of that fact depended the 
most important consequences; if its truth must bind you to a 
course of action which involved the lives of dear fricnds, or of 
many hundreds of fellow beings; would the same simple state- 
ment of the proof of that faet, leave the same quiet, unwavering 
assurance ¢ 

Geo.—It would not, Sir: ye t what is the true okpladillicn of the 
diflerence 

Mr. [1.—Why, George, the mind may shrink from admitting 
the fact at all: but-especially it trembles lest it should admat it 
without just evidence. And therefore, although as you sifted the: 
proofs step by siep, you found them correct, yet as you were about 
to decide ultimately, fear lest some assertion might be unproved, 
or some argument inconclusive, would lead you to hesitate and go 
over it all again. 

Geo.—Very true, Sir, and [ see how the principle anplice to 
my own experience, I fecl that sanctification is a great work, and 
that to profess itis a solemn thing; and therefore when after sat- 
isfying myself as to my consecration, | have been on the point of 
resting on the promise, [ have hesitated, lest [ should assume 
W rongly, and have gone back over the evidence of my consecra- 
tion, again and again, until | became completely bewildered. And 
is there any other reason, Mr. Hart 2 

Mr, I1—Why, George, suppose you had almost concluded to 
admit the awful’ truth of which we were speaking, and then as 
your mind was settling down, one should approach and solemnly 
warn you of the deception that was misleading you, and urge you 
not to base so important a step on arguments which were true 1n 
appearance only—what would be the effect ? 


Geo.—It would probably shake my resolution and decision, and 
send me back to the evidences again. 
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Mr. H.—And have you forgotten the agency of Satan, George ? 
How often when you were all but decided, has his voice poured 
denial on denial, doubt on doubt, until they seemed the natural 
murmurings of a heart conscious of its secret withholding, and 
you have yielded your ground once more. , 

Geo.— Truc, Mr. Hart, and if Satan could not shake my con- 
sciousness of consecration just then, he has infused doubts as to 
‘the propriety of believing without signs and joyous feclings, d&e., 
although long before [ saw clearly that they had no connection 
with the grounds of faith. | 

Mr. H.—Once more, George. Suppose that a person, who 
seemed to be a violent enemy, should return after an absence of 
several years. Lis whole conduct had seemed designed to iyure 
your reputation and feelings, yet he now comes to you with 
proofs that he had been misunderstood—that his feelings had 
really been friendly, and his actions designed to advance your M- 
terests, as far as they related to you at all. | 

(ieo.—Why, Sir, said George, slightly smiling, I should sift 
those proofs pretty thoroughly. | | | 

Mr, H.—Very proper, my young friend. But if without being 
overwhelming, those proofs should seem just adequate, you would 
have to admit the man honest. 

(’eo.— Yes—but yet with a strange, uneasy feeling. 

Mr, H.—And if he was without bread for his family, and could 
get no employment, you would not dare to injure one already so 
misconstrued, by refusing him a vacant clerkship in your: store. 
Yet what a hesitation would you have in placing the first sum of 
money in his hands: and if one should ask you if you really felt 
confidence in that man, you would probably answer, * No, I can- 
not say | feel confidence in him, and yet I know him to be hon- 
est. In fact, George, you would let judgment act, in spite of pre- 
judice, 

Geo.—The light beams in upon my mind, Mr. [art. I know 
that one of the earliest and constant impressions on my mind, has 
been that of pollution, of sinfulness ; and it would be no wonder, 
if even when my judgment was convinced that [ was made pure 
indeed, that the old impression should be there still, and recur 
With tremendous force, especially in the earlier stages of my ex- 
perience in sanctification. 

Mr, H.—And yet, George, because that perfect quiet and 


satisfaction does not rest at once upon your spirit, you waver, and. 


sit as if Waiting for that feeling to descend upon you, instead of 
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rising up to admit the truth in spite 
of prejudice. 

Geo.—lt is true, too true, Mr. Hart. 

Mr. H1—Let it be so no longe ‘r,my young friend. Once more 
review your consecration, solemaly, deliberately, i in prayer. Make 
sure of each point as you proceed, and then when you have reach- 
ed the end, raise your benezer ; inseribe on it, “ Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped me,” and consider it as settled bey ond a doubt. 
Then, though so important a decision might naturally cause hesi- 
tation, and though Satan denies and accuses incessantly, stand 
immoveable, ‘TT hen, having made sure of your entire surrender to 
God, let not that natural fecling of prejudice or ef the strangeness 
of your new state, hinder your faith. But resolve to believe 
just as you would that new made clerk-of whom we spoke, and 
act your faith as you would do towards him, by resting calmly 
on the promises, and thrusting all doubls and insinuations 
from you: then, perhaps at once, perhaps gradually, that preju- 
dice will die away and be entirely lost. 

-Geo.—Mr. Hart, I will do so; it is the path of reason, as well 
as of Scripture precept. But the shadows of evening are deep- 
ening around us, shall we pray ¢ 

They knelt in humble, confiding prayer, to Him who helps our 
unbelief—to Him who, as George soon more fully proved, hath 


made light and strength, and ‘all things possible unto him that 
believeth.” | * 


For the Guide to Holiness. 
A LETTER. 


My pear young Frienp :—With unusual surprise and pleasure 
[ read the contents of your letter. I knew that you had made a 
profession of religion, and that at times you were refreshed—and 
again at other times lost the presence of your Master, and appear- 
ed, at least, to take great pleasure in worldly society and enjoy- 
ments. But until you related it to me, I was ignorant of your 
secret misgivings and sorrows, consequent upon such a mode of 
life; though | might have concluded that it was so, having the 
clear light Which been so abundantly shed all you. 
have often deplored the rcligious state of most young people ; 
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with rare exceptions they have a name to live while they are dead : 
but had all my solicitous feelings been exercised upon you alone, I 
could not have had it more fully answered. You have become 
tired and weary of living in constant fear, dread and unhappiness, 
for you have found a worm in every gourd, and that even the 
prosperous success of attachments and interests still leave an 
aching void in the immortal spirit, which can only be satished by 
an intimate union with Him who has the right to be supreme in 
every human heart. : 

[ often look with great pity upon professors of religion, who 
seem to be studying how to get along with the least possible mea- 
sure of grace and duty in the service of God, and yet want to 
keep an interest in Christ and his people for times of need, sickness, 
disappointments and death. But in life and health.while the world 
is pleased with them, they desire to enjoy its smiles and caresses. 

All this you have passed over, and seen the fallacy of the mere 
name of Christian, without the internal power of divine grace. 
You have hungered and thirsted after righteousness, and satisfied 
yourself with the stamp of the divine image upon your soul. I 
rejoice now that you will go no more halting or stumbling in your 
way, but lost in the will of God you have peace in believing ; 
brought into vital union with the Head, you have power to watch 
and pray. | | 


Your Savior whom you kept at a distance from you is now al- 
Ways near ; the uplifted desire and thought feels his presence, and 
you can truly say, my Lord, and my God! Tlow precious, how 
sweet to kneel in any spot, at any time, and know that God hears 
and answers—to renew the strength every day, and realize that 
there is no Interruption between Christ and your soul. Happy 
state ; | congratulate you upon entering the land of Beulah. May 
tbe your happiness to dwell in this sweet place until you are 
translated above. 

It would be wonderful indeed if you had no temptation, if Sa- 
tan let you escape from his power without a struggle to gain you 
back ; and if this is not possible because of your simple faith in 
Jesus, he will try to make you unhappy by suggesting that you 
are deceiving yourself, and that it is too much for one so weak and 
tgnorant as you to strive to live in a constant state of acceptance 
before God. He will often accuse you of having done wrong, or 
omitted duty, when you have not been guilty—thus making God a 
hard master, to discourage you. | , 

But all this he has done to thousands now on the earth who are 
ghiing against sin, and resisting even unto blood saving their 
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souls, and millions above have escaped with the same trials of 
their faith. 

You may learn the difference between vernptation of Satan and 
the reproofs of the Holy Spirit. Satan harasses and taunts un- 
ceasingly while he sees he can afflict, depress, make us sad, and 
prevent our confidence from flowing out towards Christ. But the 
Holy Spirit chides gently, and if we see our fault or mistake, re- 
penting and grieving over it, we are not reminded of it again (ex- 
cept our inclinations lean: to the same misstep,) though we learn 

a lesson painfully written upon our memories, and we become 
deably watchful in that point, for the single eye is very tender in 
its perceptions, and dwells with no complacency upon any thing 
doubtful, whether it is sin or not. 

My dear, you are learning to abide in Christ, therefore nothing 


* must .discour ave you. If you lose for a moment the witness ot 


God's Spirit, believe immediately for it, and twenty times a day 
you may in your heart say, I believe now ; Tre sign all now. Your 
faith will sive you the deliverance and enable you quietly to rest 
in God, Set this down in your mind as with the point of a dia- 
mond. that nothing shall discourage you: that what others have 
attained and lived inthe increased enjoyment of, for years, is pos- 
sible for you in the exercise of the same means of grace, and with 
the same single purpose of heart. Only let seeret integrity pre- 
serve you, aad you have nothing to fear, for God is with you. 
The whole Bible is more needful for vour study now, than ever 


before. for the enemy may tempt you to follow his Inpressions, 


and tell you that they are the voice of the Holy Sparit, and in the 
tenderness of your conscience you will be inclined to yield obe- 
dience ; therefore the word of God is your armor, and whatever 
Is contrary to that is not holy, but from the wicked one. He will 
perplex your mind and strive to make two or three duties impor- 


tant at one time, Again, he may attempt to starve or deprive 


your body of nourishing foad. * or persuade you to clothe yourself 
meaily and eare lessly, thus making crosses for yourself instead of 
bearing the Christian’s cross. wees other circumstances he 
Will temipt you to be penurious (taking advantage of natural 
tempe raiment), unwisely, One he tempts to all 
away; another ol gure to withhold more than is meet, and 
must be deprived of the blessing of the cheerful giver and the 
liberal soul. We must remember that the Bible enjoins discre- 


"One d ty in the week set apart for fasting or ie tinilaine. foils the enemy from 
this ground, 


A LETTER. Q7 
tion, prudence, a meck and quict spirit, attention to duties at 
home, affection to our kindred, courtesy and kindness even to 
God's enemies, attire suitable to our circumstances ; also the pro- 
hibition of any thing that would feed the vanity of the old na- 
ture, Which is not too dead to be revived and brought into life 
again. 

There remains one more of your queries to be answered. Your 
emjoyment is not as great as it was a few weeks ago, though 
you have peace ; the peace is evidence that you keep a conscience 
void of offence, and the other is small because your faith is weak. 


As you increase in faith, (and you will if you continue to live by- 


faith instead of feeling,) you will be able to bear enjoyments with- 
out being in danger of spiritual pride. One other reason may 
cause your faith to be too week to bear much joy, you are not 
perhaps as active in duty as you will be. You may not be ready 
and fitted for great labor yet, but do something. Speak to some 
souls, and simply tell what the Lord has done for you, and is able 
and willing to do for them also. — Visit the sick and pray with 
them; begin. to pray for some relative or friend who is unsaved ; 
pray for some particular person who ts laboring in the vineyard, 
at home or abroad; begin to lay out your little stock of fruit in 
“ood works, and your enjoyments will increase ; the good mea- 
sure will be heaped back into your own bosom. 

Thus, my dear friend, you will find the path of obedience in the 
way of holiness, yielding you constant peace, happiness, and as 
much joy as will be for your safety. a 

Your faith and patience will be daily exercised, as you are able 
to bear. You need not be alarmed if while adorned in the grace 
of God, you are no better esteemed than your Master—as a 
root out of dry ground, without form or comeliness. 

Yours in Christ, 

A. M. 

_ Tr earthly plants are permitted to spring up in the heart, how 
Is it possible that the trees of holiness should flourish ¢ With the 
<round already occupied with earthly products, the roots of sane- 
Ufeation, deprived of the nourishment which should sustain them, 
uecessarily wither and die. ‘There 1s not-nutriment enough to 
Sustain both. Hence it is that our Savior, in his divine wisdom, 
tells us of those who are choked with the riches, and cares, and 
pleasures, of this life, “and bring no fruit to perfection.” 


“Give me,” says a certain writer, “that humility of heart which 
stranger to pride and arrogance.” 
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For the Guide to Holiness. 


THOUGHTS ON HOLINESS. 


Amivst dark clouds that lower in the moral skies, it is one of the encourag- 
ing signs of the times, that interest—and I cannot help thinking, light on the 
subject of holiness, is increasing in the churches. 

— Should you deein the following observations calculated to aid this good work, 
you may give them a place in the “ Guide.” . 

“Sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is truth.” Thus prayed the Sa-. 
vior for his disciples, and thus he now prays, as “ he ever liveth to miake inter- 
cession for” all who “come to God by him.” Here the divine agency wants 
the huinan in the great work of salvation. The instrumentality by which it is 
effected is God’s truth. Where we receive this by faith, tne human will unites 
with the divine, and God saves the believer. The question then, “ what is 
truth -” becomes cluthed with awful interest; since on the reception of truth, 
“the truth as it is in Jesus,” turns the question of our salvation. What is the 
truth, then, in reference to the doctrine of holiness? ‘This is the great concern : 
“Be ye holy, for lam holy.” “To the law and the testimony,” for here only 
the trne light is to be found. : 

I. I observe first, Holiness is the mark, the unfiiling characteristic of a 
Christian, ‘They who are holy, and none others, belong to the family of Christ. 
I speak explicitly of this, because there is a loose way of talking sometiines, as 
though holiness belonged only to the higher degrees of religious experience. 


There are indeed degrees in Christian holiness. There are Christian -young 
‘men and fathers, But as in the natural family, so in the spiritual, all partake 


of the same nature. “ Saints,” “ holy brethren,” “sanctified in. Christ Jesus, 
are the common appellation of all Christians. 


If. I observe, secondly, This holiness is nothing else than the moral likeness 


or nature of God. 


1. When itis said, “ Be ye holy for I am holy,” this is clearly implied. Heoli- 
ness is the spiritual moral attribute of God. He is the “ Holy One of Israel.” 
“Fis name is holy.” When the angels ascribe to Jehovah the praise due unto 
his name, they ery, “ Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts.” Christians are 
“born of God” —* partakers of the divine nature ” — “ renewed after the image 
of him that created.” 

2. And when we inquire what is this divine nature ? the answer is at hand. 
“ God is love,” says the apostle. Our Lord himself, and another apostle, assure 
us, that the “law is fulfilled in love” —that this is the sum of all God requires 
of us. And this same apostle, in- describing the work of grace by which we 
become the children of God, says, “the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost given unto us.” 

3. We properly make a distinction between holiness of Jife or conduct, and 
holiness of heart. By holiness of life we do not mean a mere outward con- 
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formity to the divine law; but such, arising from a single intentiom to obey 
God—to be like him. Holiness of heart, on the other hand, refers to the state 
of the affections — the passions, desires and appetites, being subject to and in 
conformity with God’s law — love divine — love to God and man ruling and in- 


‘spiring all. To illustrate this distinction, He is an honest man who uniformly 


acts uprightly in all his dealings. Yet we may conceive of one acting so,whose 
heart, his inward feelings, do not always fully h rmonize with the act of his 
will, Though he may always triumph, yet he may at times have powerful 
struggles with feelings of avarice and selfishness. So in Christian holiness, it 
is one thing for the ell to harmonize with the divine law, another for the in- 
ward feelings, the moral sensibilities, to be in the same harmony. 

4. And here we see how the different degrees in Christian holiness exist. 


‘There will be a degree of holiness of heart, or there can be none in the life. 


But the heart may be more or less imbued with this hallowing spirit. 

5. Another remark kere. Holiness of heart does not manifest itself so much in 
sudden impulses or powerful bursts of feeling, as in the settled habit of soul. 
There are persons who can hardly be brought to visit an object of distress, or 
contribute for its relief; and yet if you can in some way bring such an object 
before them, and sufficiently arrest their attention, they are deeply affected, 
and amid bursts of benevolent feeling they are ready to administer relief; and 
do often very injudicicusly. Now compare such an one with John Howard, in 
whom benevolence was a settled habit, — who devoted to it his whole life and 
fortune —and to seek out and relieve objects of distress, travelled throughout 
almost all Europe; and I need not ask, in which character is the most genuine 
benevolent feelings exhibited. And now, let my reader apply these views to 


- Christian holiness, and he will be prepared to agree with me, that the farther a 


Christian is advanced in the divine life, the less will he be subject to those 
bursts of feeling, that unfit the mind for rational or deliberate action. 
Ill. J observe thirdly, The gospel proposes to make men perfect in holiness. 
l. Not absolutely perfect, for that belongs to God alone. Not perfect like 
angels, for men are not angels. Not perfect as Adam in Eden, for he was not 
a fallen creature. But just that perfection, of which fallen, but redeemed man 
is capable, 


2. He is a fallen creature compared with infinity, and therefore ever liable to_ 


mistakes and failures. Ile is helpless, and therefore all boasting is excluded, 
seeing he is continually dependent upon the grace of God. Ile is holy only by 
faith, so that however hich he rises, he retains it only while he hangs upon 
Christ. It is perfect love _— the entire affections of the soul completely 1nbued 
With this spirit. | 

3. This] conceive the Bible teaches. “The Lord thy God will circum- 
cise thy heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with al] 
thy heart.” “'{en will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: 
from all your filthiness and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.” ‘The 
very God of peace sanctify you wholly — soul, body, and spirit.” 
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IV. But I observe, fourthly, All Christians are not thus perfect in holiness, 

Paul] says to the Corinthians, “I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto 
spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Chirist.”. They were * in 
Christ,” they were therefore “new creatures ;” but they were babes, not men. 
‘They were then the children of God, and in common with others he had already 
addressed them as “saints,” and yet comparatively they were not “spiritual,” 
but “carnal.” Addressing the Hebrews, he reproves them in a similar man- 
ner. “ When for the time, they ought to have been teachers,” they had need 
to be taught “the first principles of the gospel.” They were “ babes,” and 
could only be fed with milk,” when they should have been of “ fuil age,” and 
prepared for “strong meat.” 

‘T'wo things are to be observed here. First, All who. come not to the high 
standard of Christian perfection, are not thence to conclude they are not 
in any sense Christians. Do they find sinful affections in their hearts, let them 
not be discouraged, See that they are justified by fuith and have the spirit 
of adoption, and then ery to God in prayer, watch and labor, for entire purity. 

Secondly—All who have evidence they are Christians, are not thence to con- 
clude they are perfect. ‘They may be assured of a single intention to pleas» 


God, be guilty of no wilful sin, and yet not be perfect in love. Tor a time they 


may feel no risings of evil, and yet they inay not be wholly purified. 

VY. Again, [ observe, the work of holiness is always progressive. There 1s 
no possibility of standing still, without retrograding. 3 

1. Manisa progressive being. ‘This is seen in every thing. The head, 
the hand, the heart, is ever improving in whatever it applies itself to. The 
Bible, by constantly appealing to constitutional elements of our rational nature, 
shows that it addresses man, and is adapted to man, as he is. 

2. The standard of holiness, the divine nature, is infinite. Man may be 
ever approxinating towards this, without the possibility of ever reaching a 
Jimit. 

3. God has commanded us to advance in holiness, “ grow in grace,” go on 
unto pertection. In the Philippians, perfect Christians are exhorted to “ forget 


the things which are behind, and reach forth unto those which are before ” — to 


“press toward the mark? — see ch. 3, ver. 15. Higher attainments are for them 
too, and these they are to seek after. 

4. The work of grace in the heart inclines the Christian to advance. While 
this flame glows in the heart, it creates a hungering and thirsting after more. 

» Any resting in present attainments, is sin. Foras every degree prepares 
us for a higher, and we are commanded to love God with all the heart, might, 
mind and strength, we violate this command when we neclect to grow In grace. 
Hence we cannot retain the lowest state of Christian grace, without going on 
unto perfection ;” not the highest, without continually adding to its measure. 

Such, if L have not mistaken the teachings of God’s word, is the doctrine of 
Christian holiness. “ Be ye holy for I am holy,” is a command to every one: 
short of compliance with it, none may claim the character of a Christian, But 
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it is God’s will we be perfect Christians. Nay, that we attain to heights incon- 
ceivable to finite minds—beyond the power of language to express. Let us 
then, forgetting the things which are behind, and reaching forth to those which 
are before, run with patience the race set before us, “looking unto Jesus, the 
author and finisher of our faith.” Discreus. 
eVorth Adams. 


REVIVAL OF HOLINESS IN LANE SEMINARY. 


Some of our readers will remember the account of a gracious outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit at this institution some two years ago. The following relation 
of experience is by one of the students who shared in that glorious 
vaptisin of light and love. His narration, as recorded at the time, was evidently 
more for his own satisfaction than for the public eye, yet it is so full that the 
erperenced will appreciate his meaning, and be able to judge of the genuine-. 
ness and extent of the work. The work was glorious ;- this experience is rich; 


and we ought te add that we are indebted for it to the “ WATCHMAN OF THE 
VALLEY.” 


“ONE morning about ten o’clock a dear brother came into my room, and after 
talking with me for an hour or two, left me with a feeling similar to nothing 
which { ever experienced, save that which I felt in the hour of convertion. 
[ saw again the beauty of God in Christ, and trusted in Him fully, not as then, 
for the salvation of my soul, but for its sanctification. I knew that | might look 
to the Lord Jesus as my friend, who would come to my help in time of emer- 


gency, and I felt a great reposing of my soul in His keeping to save it from the 


penalty of the law, but this had been all. The work of overcoming sin in the 
soul, and of thus preparing it for Heaven, I thought Christ had committed to 
me, and I had been accustomed to look forward to life, as one unbroken series 
of struggles in the effort to accomplish the task. At death I thought Christ 
would finish what I had left undone, but until then I must do better myself, and 
“Work out my own salvation.” I use this language still, but in a different 
sense from what I formerly gave to it. My friend convinced me that the work 
Which I was undertaking was useless. I was endeavoring to perform that 
Which was comprised in the office of Christ. Sanctification, he assured me, was 
4s truly the work of Christ as salvation. It startled me, though joyfully, and at 
first I could not believe it. He insisted that Jesus had bought with His blood 
the Privilege of fitting his soul for Heaven, as truly as he had that of eventually 
saving it from Hell. He quoted the passage in which Christ is declared to be 
hot only our wisdom, but our sanctification, and redemption—other passages in 
which Christ is described as working in us the good pleasure of the Lord, &c., 
and assured me that in the case of salvation, my part was only to frust in Him 
for that which I described. While he conversed, the character of Christ had 
been expanding and unfolding, till it seexed most beautiful. Still I felt that I 
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was not confiding in hiin, and asked my friend how I should do so. Then, said 
he, you are making a work of trusting, and are fancying that until you do some- 
thing you call trusting, Christ will not receive you. Simply look to Christ and 
| rejoice in him, leaving with him your soul that he may sanctify it, just as you 
would leave it with him to be saved, or just as you would confide to me any bu- 
siness which you knew [ was fully competent and willing to perform, ceasing 
from all anxicty concerning it. [saw that he had exposed the true nature of 
the difficulty, and as I saw this snare of Satan, I felt as 1 never felt before. the 
utter hopelessness of ever escaping, unaided, from nets so refined, and so cun- 
ningly laid. It seemed as though he had.thrown a fine invisible silver wire 
around my soul, and thus unperceived, was detaining me from Christ, while I 
soucht first to put forth the effort of trusting. The moment I perceived the 
difficulty, I rested calmly upon Christ, my anxiety fled, and sweet tranquillity 
stole over my soul. I scemed resting on his bosom, and there, panting, exhaus- 
ted, scarcely daring to breathe, lest | should fall again, TI lay, feeling that he 
bore me in his arms. This was the thought which filled me with calm delight. 
! need no longer strug@le with difficulties, external or internal, for Christ wil! 
eo with me and bear me over them in his arms, as the mother bears her child 
over obstructions which it cannot surmount. For a few days. before and after 
this, [ noted upon a little paper a sort of outline of my feelings, and by quoting - 
from it, perhaps I can produce a more distinct conception of the transition, than 
by a description from memory.” “ J°riday.—Brother Stewart led the morning 
meeting—exhorted the brethren to state their feclings. Walton spoke of new 
views of Christ—fullness of his love. Those who were willing for two weeks to 
talk and pray daily with one Christian, rise while singing the last hymn.” * Sa- 
turday.—\V alton spoke of seeing Christ In Tur Bipie, between us and God— 
blessed views.” “Sunday.—Dr. Beecher led. Talked of cold professors. 
Christ will spew them out of his mouth. Jesus knocks even for them. Like 
the sleeping disciples ‘not pray one hour ? and the Savior half apologizes even 
tor them; and now comes and would enter. Dr. wept—great feelings. (Several 
of the students seemed converted over—glorious views of Jesus.) “Monday. 
— Brother Gilmor spoke; has seen Christ as never before—difference between 
looking at the image of the Sun in the water, and the Sun—at the brazen ser- 
pent, or at the image in the mirror—no healing. Following the image of the 
mirror we go froin Christ. Now he is rejoicing in Christ. Br. Estabrook also 
is rejoicing in Christ as never before, Christ is the ‘light of the world. 
I felt we cannot shine of ourselves. Christ is the Sun—we must open the 
door and windows of the heart, let him shine in, and through us light will 
vo forth. Wished for it—though I have felt it not—rejoice that others 
have. Broadman says, you haye Christ, rejoice in him, think not of views. But 
1 must see Christ before I can rejoice in him. Felt a desire to live in €hrist 
that L might speak for him earnestly, fearlessly, Anowing what I affirm, then 
every service, and all labor will be like the flying of a bird—easy. Prayer for 
this knowledgwe—apnears like twilight—I see Jesus, but not enough—rejoice i 
him as good and lovely, but his face looks not at me.” “ Tuesday.— Brother 
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Bishop led—he said, think of a being blind, but knowing that beautiful objects 
are around him—deaf, knowing that delicious sounds may be heard—no taste, 
yet knowing that exquisite things may be tasted—that was my state a few 
hours ago. Now itis not so. I speak to you from the land of Beulah. I know 
now what is meant by joy unspeakable and full of glory. After meeting, pray- 
ed with Estabrook. Ife told me his feelings—seeing God in Christ while read- 
ing the first chapter of John—glorious Savior—loved him. ‘To me stil] there 
are clouds. Christ seemed beautiful, but thin silver clouds are around him. 
Seemed to see the life of Christ in the Bible, like a stream of silver,—beautiful. 

At eleven Broadman came in—told him [ wanted those views—felt I could 
net serve Christ effectually without them. He said [ must desire Christ in him- 
se/f—want none else In heaven or on earth—leave myself with him, forgetting 
yself, trust in him lovingly. He is all love. He could make me useful—give 
ine visions of glory—or if best, leave ine in the dark without usefulness. ‘Trust 
‘ium, he will do best. Determined I would. Saw him in prayer like a sun of 
love—rested in his arms, and felt a calm sweet peace, which lasted all day.” 

“ Wednesday.—Pleasant morning devotions. I led the morning mecting— 
spoke of Christ as our Pearl, and ‘hidden treasure’—rejoice in him—not !cave 
inthe earth, or only look into the lid of the casket, but take out the pearl, ad- 
mire—love—rejoice—use treasure enough for all wants. Talked with Bishop 
—so full he can scarcely speak. Bible full of Christ. All new—Christ ‘ the 
door,’ ‘way,’ not, he says, through Christ into Heaven, out at the other side, but 
door into God himself. What he did on earth not extraordinary, but a speci- 
men of himself, as a piece of cloth, specimen of the whole—willing to sufier all 
over again for.us. We to ‘fill up the remainder of his sufferings’ by shedding 
out his love over the earth—as now he, bodily, cannot. Knelt and did not pray, 
but praised God with him. Bishop says there are but three or four words in 
the language worth any thing—Jesus, love, glory—says he wanted to die, feels 
he could not long live under such visions—they came while thinking how good 
Christ had been to brother Walton. Ife says, in heaven he shail want to get 
off in some corner alone, and there sit and look at Christ. ‘ Wouldnt you lave 
lin look at you also?’ ‘No matter if I can only see him’ ‘Phe Bible is so 
lull, he can only read a few verses ata time. In looking for a text, he stopped 
at a hundred others, he says, as a boy on an errand sees insects and beautiful 
lowers on the way till he stops and forgets his errand. At noon I had a vision 
of God, in his greatness too infinite for us to know him, so he compressed him- 
selfinto our body—came among us doing good—not because he loved the 
blind, &e, simply, but to show us how full of love he is to us—as ii going 
among animaleules, as an'animalcule, doing them good, to let know, as 
they could not else, how much he loved them; and now in heaven he is the 
same mountain of love. As I thought of God thus, he seemed a great stream 
of glory pouring down on the earth, and through the life of Christ—gloriously 
lovely, | | 
Now I rejoice in Christ as my sanctification—new view : thought before must 
do this myself. But Jesus will bear it, and carry me in his arms through life, 
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as the child led by its mother—she will catch it if it begins to fall. Ile is 
morally omnipotent, and will contrive means to give me every needed feeling— 
send a friend to talk with me—sermon—passages in Bible—train of thought— 
and make all right.” 

“ Thursday.—W aked with sweet views of Christ. After meeting, talked with 


‘an impenitent friend---thonght he knew all---told him he did not---he was blind 


---| saw beauties he could not---knew he did not love God as lover his be- 
trothed---and looked forward to an interview thus delightfully. I did. If this 
be fiction, imagination, it is better than reality. T’he sunshine seemed coarse 
compared with the light of God’s love inthe soul. I lie like an infant in the 
arms of Christ, O, how sweetly, and pray that the light may not be let in by 
him—dear him—too fast. O, that this may never cease.” 

“ Saturday.—In meeting thought of the love of God to follow us in indiffer- 
ence, and love us in coldness. I*elt indifference the worst of sins,—saw my- 
self vile—Christ lovely---feared lest the ev] spirit should turn me ‘away from 
Christ---felt powerless to resist---thought of Christ as stronger than the strongest 
man—in darkness his arm of love would follow me under the clouds I had 
brought between—hold me up and bring me back. Felt as if I was lying in 
his arms. Feared this view rendered him more kind than the truth---remember- 
ed, ‘though mother forget her child, yet will not I forget thee’---read, ‘ Spirit 
bears witness with our spirit that we are born of God. Children---felt that this 
image even, was less than the truth. O, infinite love. Fiction, fancy, fail ut- 
terly by the side of the reality, and this is to be forever. O, that I may be kept 
from looking away. Saw that sanctification is looking at Christ and being 
transformed into his image. During the past week, many students have trusted 
in Christ. Hada view of God’s fullness, glorious love, that was swect beyond 
expression ; prayed for its continuance---felt that he would keep me, and give 


me those visions of himself all along through life; O; that I may see him in 
his glory ; I desire nothing else.” 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


EXTRACT FROM A DIARY. 


1843. Sept. 9th. This week has been by far the best week 
of my life. Tam enabled by faith to approach nearer to God 
than ever. In secret prayer I seem to enter into the holiest, by 
the blood of Jesus, and find such a drawing out after God, as 


makes me realize that “He is leading me by a way that I knew 


not.’ My Savior reigns in my poor heart without a rival. How 
entirely am I[ indebted to grace for alll am! Buried as was I, in 
the depths of sin, pride, self-love, and wilful ignorance of God's 
requirements ; and now delivered from my inward foes, raised 
from the pit of sin and misery, washed from my pollution, set on 
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the rock, and built up a temple in which the Holy Ghost conde- 
scends to dwell; and which the whole Trinity deigns to visit. 
What am [? a worm—exalted to communion with God! — My 
hands should be Jain on my mouth, and my face buried in dust, 
at the recollection of my native degradation ; but even there. one 
thought of the wondrous grace that wrought out my deliverance, 
would constrain me to shout, “ ‘To him that hath loved me, and 
washed me from my sins in his own blood, be honor and glory, 
world without end.” 

16th. [have enjoyed some very precious seasons this week, 
rendered increasingly precious by the signal victories [ have gain- 
ed over severe temptations. [low abundantly suflicient for all 
things, is the grace of God! 1 ask not higher bliss than to be a 
tree child of God; freed from the debasing passions and unhappy 
leclings of the unregenerate man, and brought into the glorious 
liberty of Jesus Christ, ’'m blest. Freedom, freedom, 1 always 
loved the name, but since I am _free indeed, there is a sacredness 
in the sound, that causes every fibre in my soul to vibrate with 
unutterable delight. Freedom brings a soul full of the tendercst 
love-—a houndless ocean of perfect bliss,—sweet, holy, exalted 
communion with Him who is my blessed All,—always accompa- 
nied with a clear, bright consciousness of God's complacent 
smiles. ‘Tell me, ye who are free, free indeed, tell me, what of 
bliss, of comfort, or of any thing desirable, is not included in this 
evangelical freedom. All that earth calls noble is to me but dross 
compared with this. The grandest objects of man’s ambition, 
are sordid and grovelling in reality, not merely because compared 
to the Love of God, but “whatsoever is not of faith is sin’ —and 
sin is debasing, defiling, destroying in its nature. Knowledge is 
good, but only when sanctified ; unsanctified, it puffetn up,” 
but to prepare to be cast down, lower in misery, in proportion to 
the illegitimate exaltation. at 

Nov. 8th. The words, “For Christ is the end of the law for 
nghteousness to every one that believeth,” have been of late 
sweetly applied to my heart. There isa sweet simplicity i real- 
zing for ourselves, and not-another, that by simple faith in our 
naked trust in a risen Savior, the soul 1s purified, and Christ be- 
Comes for that soul the fulfilment of the perfect Jaw. My heart ts 
becoming more simply and alone fixed on God, independent of 
other support and comforts. I desire God and God alone. 

Nov. 11. Blessed be God! In the language of David I would 
to-day exclaim to every thing that hath breath, “ Bless ye God.” 
{is pardoning love -has levelled the mountain of my transgressions, 
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his orace has numbered me among the in. hie 
sanctifying love, and placed my feet in the way cast up for the 
ransomed ¥: the Lord. <A sainted spirit has been to-day inviting 


-me to the abode of perennial bliss. ‘Too much of unbelief still lin- 


gers about me, or it may be the force of education still entices me 
to doubt of the communion of saints on earth, with spirits. dis- 
robed of “ this cumbrous clay’? —but the reflection that not only 
my Savior, my Father, my Sanctifier dwell, the Three in One, in 
the upper kingdom, but that for thirteen years a mother has tuned 
her harp in sweet unison with angelic choirs, and even now awaits 
my coming, makes me almost sigh to depart. But knowing that 
my father’s willis become my director, I can only exclaim, “ Lord, 
help me to fill up my days in righteousness and true holiness, and 
then according to thy will receive me to me rest.” S. 


PURITY OF HEART. 


We see many frequent our churches, hear sermons, and attend 


prayers; they are civil in their carriage, upright in their 


in heart 


dealings, and there is no great blot or blemish visible upon their 
conversation ; and God forbid, but a due value should be put 
upon such excellent preparatives to religion: but after all, will 
these qualifications certainly prove and ‘place us amongst * the 
* Will men set up for heaven and eternity upon 
this stock ? and venture their salvation upon this bottom? [f they 
do, it may chance to prove a venture indeed. For do not our 
neice own Words convince us, that the outside of the platter 
may be clean, and bright too, oud yet in the inside remain full of 
all filth and nastiness? So that while one entertains the eye, the 
other may turn the stomach. 

If we would prevent the judgment of God, we must imitate It: 
and judge of ourselves, as he will judge of us: that is, by the 
heart, and by the principles which rule there. And for this, let 
every man be but true to the resolves of his own conscience, and 
he will seldom need any other casuist. As for those late specious 
professions of religion amongst us, and those high strains of purity 
above the rest of the w orld, ‘together with boastings of a more 10- 
timate converse with.God, and acquaintance e with the mystery of 
Godliness, and the like ; they are generally nothing else but terms 
of art, and tricks used by spiritual mountebanks, to impose upon 
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the eredulous and unwary; and signify but little to that all- 
searching Judge, who judges neither by fine words nor by fair 
pretences. For let men say, or pray, or pretend what they will, 
he who has a covetous heart, is in the sight of God a covetous 
wretch. And he who has a proud, a lustful, or a revengeful 
heart, passes in the accounts of Hleaven for a proud, a lustful, and 
a revengeful person. And he who can harbor schism or faction, 
sacrilege or rebellion, either in principle or design, though he 
prays never so devoutly, never so loud and Jong, with all the pos- 
tures of a solemn hypocrisy, as a sad look and doleful tone: yet 
let him take it from the word of truth itself, that he has nothing 
pure or plous in his heart: for the main spring, the heart, is out 
of order; and therefore the motion of the wheels must needs be 
so too, | 

Briefly, and in a word, and with that to conclude, he who has 
nothing to entitle him to this blessedness of * seeing God,” but a 
civil, inoffensive smoothness of behavior, a demure face, and a 
formal customary attendance upon a few religious duties, without 
a thorough renovation of the great principle within him, and a 
sanctified disposition of heart, may indeed hereafter see God, but 
then he is like to see him only as his judge. 


To judge indeed too favorably of others is an error on the right 
hand: for charity is to pass sentence there, which is a virtue of a 
benign nature, and whose oflice is. still to think, as well as speak 
the best of things and persons. Nevertheless, it is one thing to 
believe charitably, and another to pronounce confidently ; and 
more than the former we cannot do,where the knowledge of the heart 


is locked up from us, as it is of all men’s hearts, besides our own. 


And in judging of ourselves | am sure it Is charity to suspect the 
Worst; and for every man to probe and descend into his own 
heart by a strict, accurate, and impartial examination of It. For, 
“from the heart are the issues of life and death,’ and from the 
same must be fetched the evidences of our title to either.—South. 


FULLNESS OF CHRIST. 

TuHeRE is not a want in the sinner, but there is a correspond- 
ing fullness in our blessed Redeemer. Is the sinner hungry? Let 
him come to Christ, and he shall be made to partake of the bread 
of life. Is the sinner thirsty? Let him come to Christ, and he 
shall be permitted to drink of the wells of salvation, Is the sin- 


~ 


=* 


> 


| 
q a 
| 
| 
Ad 
i? 
abu 
é 
‘ft 
* 
# 
* 
¢ 


Pere 


102 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


ner sick? Let him come to Christ. and he shall have life and 
vigor infused into his soul. Is he naked? Let him come to 
Christ. and he shall receive a beauteous robe. Is he blind: Let 
him come to Christ, and he shall have his eyes open to see won- 
drous things. Is he deaf? Let him come to Christ, and_ his 
eats shall be unstopped to hear the voice of uncreated harmony 
speaking peace to his happy soul. Ts the sinner burdened: — Let 
him come to Christ, and his burden shall be taken away. Is the 
sinner longing for rest? Let him come to Christ, and shall 
have sweet repose. Is he trembling under the apprehension of 
future wrath: Let him come to Christ, and he will find) that 
‘there is now, therefore, no condemaation to them which are in 
Christ’ for, according to the Seriptures, ‘being justified by faith, 
he shall have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ..— 
Yes, no matter what may be the sinner’s wants, or woes, Christ 1s 
suited to his case, in. all things; only therefore, let him come to 
Christ, aud he shall be made rich and happy through all time and 
throughout all eternity. Assuredly then, it is the sinner’s interest 
to come to Christ.—tev. D. Baker. | 


TRUST IN CHRIST. 
Woe should trast ia Christ when we feel well, when we feel bad, 
and when we have no feeling at all: for it is Christ, not our feel- 
jews, thatemust save us. The sooner we ceive up feeling as a mo- 
live to action and) trust in Christ, the better it will be for us, and 
the better we shall feel. 


AFFLICTIONS BENEFICIAL. 
Tir Christian while passing through trials and subjected. to 
mnaaiifold temptations, is being hammered hike the stone i tac 
motntata for the builder's use: when at is finished it will be 
browsht forth. So the Christian, though the blows. may. hurt, 


siould not repine or’ resist the divine sculptor. He will be 


brousht forth in duc time meet and prepared for the Master's use. 


. 


Vy ox 


. 

fe 
x 


~ 


we 


4 
| 
a 
prt 
ia 
; 
* 
>? 
if 
73 
‘ 
’ 
4 
a 
| 
| 
4 | 
4 = 


